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Metcalfe Sentry set to help nearly 4,000 volunteers raise more than 

$100,000 for local charities and non-profits 

The foundation also donates $85,000 to the county for Willow Island renovations 

MADISON, WIS. - This Memorial Day weekend, as Dane County residents and visitors converge on Willow 
Island at Alliant Energy Center for the 27th annual World’s Largest Brat Fest (May 22-25), they'll also be 
helping Metcalfe’s Sentry help the community by raising over $100,000 for local charities. 
 
“When my father started Brat Fest 27 years ago, it was a way of saying thanks and giving back to Madison,” 
says Tim Metcalfe, co-owner of Metcalfe's Sentry and founder of the Metcalfe Family Foundation, a 501(c)(3) 
organization. “Today, we're thankful that the community continues to support Brat Fest and give so much back 
to local charities.” 
 
Volunteers at Brat Fest earn $8 an hour that go directly toward the individual or group’s designated charity. In 
2008, over 3,960 volunteers donated 12,192 hours for a diverse roster of local charities and non-profits. Special 
Olympics is the largest recipient of Brat Fest proceeds. 
 
In 2009, the Metcalfe Family Foundation licensed Brat Fest to Madison Festivals, Inc. (Taste of Madison, 
Madison Marathon, Kids Expo). Metcalfe’s Sentry will continue its role as the presenting sponsor and brothers 
Tim and Kevin Metcalfe, their families and plenty of Sentry employees will still be the heart and soul of the 
event by overseeing onsite management of Brat Fest. This includes recruiting and managing volunteers, setting 
up and tearing down, making sure operations run smoothly and many other tasks – all in the name of community 
fundraising.  
 
“Setup alone takes days,” says Metcalfe. “Brat Fest 
is also open for 11 hours for three days and 8 hours 
on Memorial Day. It makes for a very long week, but 
it really is worth it.”  
 
Despite licensing the event to another non-profit 
group, the Metcalfe Family Foundation wants to 
ensure that the annual festival continues to take place 
on Willow Island. The island was not designed 
specifically to hold large crowds. However, when 
Brat Fest moved there five years ago, it became clear 
that as the festival grew the venue needed to be able 
to accommodate it. To this end, the Metcalfe Family 
Foundation has donated $85,000 to Dane County and 
the Alliant Energy Center to renovate Willow Island. 



 
 
After the event in 2008, the Metcalfe's met with Alliant Energy Center’s Executive Director Bill DiCarlo and 
Dane County Executive Kathleen Falk about the possibility of a gift to the island to improve it. Due in part to 
the $85,000 gift, walking paths have been created and the grounds have been improved dramatically. Much of 
the land has been refashioned with a more permanent pavement, one that's able to stand up under the heavy foot 
traffic and summer rains. 
 
Additionally, the renovations allow for increased seating capacity—from 650 seats to over 1,000—although 
guests are still encouraged to bring lawn chairs. The new grounds will also allow for a bigger brat tent with four 
extra cashiers. Combine these cashiers with the festival's expanded hours and Brat Fest is on a crash course to 
top its world record setting 2008 total of 191,712 brats sold over four days. 
 
“This event brings out the best of Madison—the charitable spirit and literally tons of delicious bratwursts,” says 
Metcalfe. 

### 

About Metcalfe's Family Foundation and Brat Fest:  
Metcalfe’s Family Foundation is a non- profit organization and was started by Tim and Kevin Metcalfe in 2006 as an honor to their father 
Tom Metcalfe. The foundation continues the legacy of charitable giving that both Tom and Margaret Metcalfe served to the county.  Brat 
Fest has raised over $700,000 to date for over 95 local charities and groups that help put the fest on from year to year. 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 


