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CONVENTIONEERS STREAM INTO MADISON  
 

MADISON, Wis. – The 52nd annual WBCCI Airstream International Rally 2009 is bringing in nearly 2,000 
members to the Alliant Energy Center for a weeklong convention full of Madison-area sight seeing, dining out, 
recreational activities and community service. From June 28 to July 4, this RV convention is making a 
significant economic impact on the Madison area as conventioneers come to enjoy local entertainment, food and 
tours while also giving back to the community. 
 
“We’re like a hub here in Madison,” said Airstream Rally Promotions Chairman Leonard Sullivan of Wichita, 
Kansas. “Not only do we spend a lot of money out in the city, but we also do a lot of community service for 
Madison right here at our rally at the Alliant Energy Center.” 
  
WBCCI President Jerry Larson of Hillsboro, Texas said the convention brings in a large amount of money to the 
city thus acting as a type of economic stimulus for Madison. The Airstream members eat out at local restaurants 
every night, and they attend many events and tours in and around the city. 
 
“We’ve been getting a lot of Airstreamers coming through, and now they are even planning to have a reception 
here with up to 100 people, “ said Bunky’s Café Manager Tina Calantoni. “They are helping out tremendously 
with business and doing wonderful things for the community.” 
 
The convention is also making 
multiple efforts to contribute to 
Madison-area organizations such 
as the Red Cross, Second Harvest 
Foodbank of Southern Wisconsin, 
Ronald McDonald House, Habitat 
for Humanity and Salvation 
Army. Airstream members are 
also holding an on-site blood 
drive and collecting food and 
children’s hats, stuffed animals 
and blankets for local agency 
distribution. 
 
“We are extremely appreciative of the sensitivity to hunger in southwestern Wisconsin from the Airstream 
group,” said Second Harvest Foodbank of Southern Wisconsin President/CEO Bob Mohelnitzky. “It’s fantastic 
that these out-of-towners want to help out and contribute to our community.” 
 
While the Airstream International Rally is making a significant impact on the Madison area, the conventioneers 
are also very impressed and grateful for the locals’ positive response to their presence in the city. Many said the 
Madison community has been very welcoming and pleasant to them.  
 



“Everyone that I have met here in Madison has been outstanding, extremely receptive and friendly,” said 
Airstream member Dale LaFrentz. “Every tour we have done and every restaurant we’ve eaten at have been very 
well-received by our members.” 
 
The conventioneers have also noted Madison’s beautiful setting in the summer months and how active the 
community is outdoors. Airstream members were rather surprised at how much there is to do and see in the area. 
 
“I was very impressed with the number of lakes and how the people of Madison incorporate them into the city 
life,” said Airstream member Larry Warren of California. “They are just a huge part of this area.” 
 
LaFrentz is impressed with both the beautiful bicycle paths and the striking number of people that actually use 
them on a daily basis. He said he wished he would have brought his own bike to join in the fun with the 
energetic locals. 
 
While the Airstream International Rally 2009 primarily takes place on the Alliant Energy Center campus, the 
impact on the Madison area is stretched far and wide. Locals are thrilled to have additional business and 
community service in the city, and conventioneers are excited to be welcomed to the friendly and beautiful 
Southern Wisconsin area. 
 
You can find out more information about the 52nd annual WBCCI Airstream International Rally 2009 at 
www.wbcci.org. To learn how to plan your own convention at the Alliant Energy Center, visit 
www.alliantenergycenter.com or call Assistant Center Manager Ted Ballweg at (608) 267-3991 or Sales 
Manager Shirley Kaltenberg at (608) 267-1549. 
 

### 
 

About Us: the Alliant Energy Center is a full-service multi-building complex situated on a 164-acre campus in Madison, Wisconsin.  It 
features Exhibition Hall and Veterans Memorial Coliseum, as well as an Arena building, agriculture exhibit buildings, and the Willow 
Island natural area. Information on the Alliant Energy Center and its many events is available at www.alliantenergycenter.com. 


